The Epistle to the Romans

Study 14
Romans 7
5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 

6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 

8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 

9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 

10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 

11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 

12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 

13 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.

“Near my home in Singapore there is a building that fascinates me.  It has a wall made up entirely of glass bottles.  I marvel that the bottles are not broken by some vandals.  I wonder if that same wall was built here in Australia none of the bottles would be broken at all.  Maybe they won’t be.  But, let’s say the owner of the building were to put this sign on the wall, “See, No Break”.  I daresay that those bottles that make up the wall will be the target of stone hurlers – they would be broken in next to no time.

You see there is that wicked streak in us that is very rebellious particularly if we are not born again, not believers in the Lord Jesus Christ,.  We just want to oppose rules and laws.  If the owner didn’t put up the sign “See, No Break”, vandals might not be attracted to vandalise the wall.  But because the sign says, “See, No Break”, vandals just can’t bear not breaking the bottles.  Yes, it is true.  There is a sinful inclination in the hearts of sinners to oppose or rebel against rules that forbid.” – KH Koh
This truth is clearly stated in Romans 7: 5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.  (Paraphrased: For while we were in the flesh (in our sinful nature and controlled by it), our sinful passions, which were aroused by the law, did work in our body to bring forth fruit for death.)
1. Romans 7:
7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 
Qn:  Since our sinful passions are aroused by the law, does that not make the law sin (or evil)?  What was Paul’s answer to this accusation against the law?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Qn:  If there is no law, is it possible to know that sin exists? So, is the law good or bad?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Qn:  Was it possible for people to know that sin existed before God gave His commandments?  Why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Qn: Why didn’t  Paul  cite the other 9 laws but this law, the last of the 10 commandments “Thou shalt not covet”?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

We can also be covetous of abilities, power and recognition.
Qn:  In what ways, may the sin of covetousness lead to other sins?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2. Romans 7:8  But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 

Qn:  Next, the law is good in that it shows the strength of sin.  In what ways, does the law show the strength of sin?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Qn:  “For without the law sin was dead.”  Can sin really be dead?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Qn:  So is the law good if it causes sin to be alive?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3. 9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 

10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 

11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 
Comments:  “And the commandment …. was ordained to life.”  This is a  true statement.  Originally, the law was ordained to life.  When Adam and Eve were created they were created perfect.  They had the perfect ability to obey the law God gave them and by so obeying obtain everlasting life.

Qn:  In these verses we see that the law shows up the deceitfulness of sin.  Paul was deceived by sin into thinking that he had righteousness based on his background.  Philippians 3: 4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:  5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;  6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.  What did Paul actually have instead of righteousness? Describe people who might fall into the same category as Paul fell, although in not the same degree as Paul did.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Qn:  When Paul was on the road to Damascus to arrest Jewish Christians to be persecuted, he experienced conversion.  In these verses Paul said, “I died,  I found to be unto death and it slew me.”  What kind of death was he talking about?  What did he realize when he had a clear and correct understanding of the law?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4. Romans 7:12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 

13 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.

Qn: The law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.  But can it really be good if it becomes the cause of death to us?  Why?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Qn:  Why is the law said to be good in verse 13?  Think of its goodness in the light of Hebrews 4:12, "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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